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Meeting Minutes




Date:



September 24, 2008, 7:00pm
Meeting Place:

Tahanto Regional Middle/High School Library
In attendance:
Ellen Brackett, Principal Carol Bradley, Janet Cathcart, Principal Daniel Deneen, Team Chair Susan Fitzgerald, Karen Groccia, Betsy Gumina, Jackie Healy, School Committee Member Chris Keefe, Tahanto PTO  Co-President Marla Lyon, Superintendent Brian McDermott, Tahanto PTO  Co-President Heidi MacDonald Jill Mollica, Maureen Norvold, Ornella Quinn, Lisa Sanginario, Christi Stille, Team Chair Myrtle Thurston, Vickie Triolo, Dean of Students Diane Tucceri, Director or Pupil Personnel Services Judith Vaillancourt
Tahanto PTO:
This was a joint meeting with the Tahanto PTO (Heidi MacDonald and Marla Lyon, Co-Presidents) so that both groups could meet and greet administration of the Berlin & Boylston Public Schools.
SEPAC Overview:
Janet Cathcart facilitated introductions of administration, SEPAC officers and parents.  She then gave an overview of SEPAC’s goals, mission, operations and activities.

SEPAC Survey:
We discussed the results of the parent survey, with particular emphasis on safety concerns that parents expressed. We asked the administration how we can have some input and be of assistance as these concerns and any future ones are addressed. Dan Deneen stated that each school has a Crisis Committee and perhaps that would be a good place for a SEPAC representative to have a presence. Carol Bradley stated that SEPAC could also have a member participate in the BMS Safety Committee.  Both elementary schools stated their next meetings are scheduled for the end of October.  Janet Cathcart will contact Mrs. Bryngelson to ask how we can help at Tahanto.  Dr. McDermott felt there should be district-wide safety procedures.
June 10 Minutes:
Approved and available on the website.
Membership: 

48 members, 2 pending

Financial Report:
Balance is $509.19.
Communications:
Dr. Connelly sent us a thank you note thanking us for publicly recognizing him for his support of the SEPAC.
Publicity:
We continue look for ways to promote the SEPAC so that people know who we are, what we do and that we exist to help and support special needs parents in the district.

Meeting Updates:
October 28th – Rights and Responsibilities in Special Education – Judith Vaillancourt


November 25th – Transitioning from 6th grade in the elementary schools to Tahanto – suggested that this presentation be opened to 5th grade parents as well.


November (date TBD) – Susan Giurleo will speak about behavior management at home and how to best communicate with children who have executive functioning and/or receptive/expressive language weaknesses

December – Resource Sharing and Social
Year End Report:
Will be posted on the SEPAC website.
2008-9 Elections:
Maureen Norvold volunteered to complete the election process and she reported that voting would close on September 30th . New officers will be announced on October 1st.

Bylaw Amendments

Janet Cathcart proposed the following Bylaw amendments.  Per the current Bylaws, they will be voted on at the October general meeting.   


Article IV:  Annual Elections
Add to the second paragraph “The election will be conducted in such a manner as to include the entire General Membership (ie meetings, email and postal mail).”



Change “Department of Education” to “Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education”

School Meeting Reports
Union 60 School Committee – Janet Cathcart/Jill Mollica – no issues

Regional School Committee – Janet Cathcart/Jill Mollica - no issues

Berlin Memorial School Committee – Jill Mollica – no issues

Boylston Elementary School Committee – Christi Stille – no issues
Boylston Elementary School Council – Karen – no longer a member, but 
will periodically report out on activities/discussions.

Tahanto School Council – no representative

Berlin LINK -  no issues; looking for President/VP

Boylston, PTO – under reorganization – need President

Tahanto PTO – no report
Open Houses

We will again have tables at each school’s open house/parent conference day. We need volunteers, so that we have coverage while allowing parents of that school to visit their children’s teachers.

· Berlin – September 25th, 6-8pm – we will make a short presentation and have a table
· Boylston – October 16, 6-7:30pm (Janet Cathcart )
· Tahanto – October 2, 12:30-2:30pm and 7-9pm (Berlin/Boylston volunteers needed)
Yes I Can Awards

The group made arrangements to have flyers copied and distributed to the elementary schools publicizing the National “Yes I Can Awards”.  Any child with disabilities is eligible to be nominated for achievements in several areas of development.  They may be nominated by teachers, parents or other community members.
Meeting adjourned at:
10:00pm
Approved:

______  Janet Cathcart, Co-President 

______  Jill Mollica, Vice President

______  Maureen Norvold, Treasurer

______  Karen Groccia, Secretary
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