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Meeting Minutes




Date:



October 28, 2008, 7:10pm
Meeting Place:

Tahanto Regional Middle/High School Library
In attendance:
Janet Cathcart, Susan Fitzgerald, Karen Groccia, Jill Mollica, Maureen Norvold, Lisa O’Day, Christi Stille, Judith Vaillancourt
September 24th Minutes:
Approved and available on the website.
Membership: 
48 members, 5 pending all from Boylston! New members will be added to the listserv immediately.
Financial Report:
Balance is $506.19. No change.

Communications:
Jill read Dr. Connelly’s note and it will be placed in the SEPAC Correspondence File.
Upcoming Meetings:
November 20th – “Love & Frustration” The Complex Emotional Journey of Children and Parents – home behavior & communication strategies – Susan Giurleo, guest speaker.

November 25th – Transition: A Tahanto Student Discusses Their Plans – a student designed his own transition program, presented it at his Team Meeting, and will share it with us.  This topic is still pending acceptance from the student at this meeting time.

December 9th – Resource Sharing and Social – more details to follow, but the meeting will be held at Berlin’s Town Offices, Linden Street, Berlin.

Note: Meeting dates for the rest of the year are 
January 27th, February 24th, March 24th, April 28th, May 26th, June 9th (tentative)

Elections:
October 1st , new Board began their term. MassPAC was notified by Janet Cathcart and DESE will be notified by Judy Vaillancourt.


The 2008/9 SEPAC Board:


Jill Mollica, Co-President (1-year term to complete Berlin’s 2-year term)


Christi Stille, Co-President (2-year term for Boylston)


Jackie Healy, Vice President (Berlin, 1-year term)


Karen Groccia, Secretary (Boylston, 1-year term)

Maureen Norvold (Berlin, continues on for the 2nd of a 2-year term)
Suggested Future Topics:
IEPs and 504’s


Non-SPED Support Services: Title I, Reading Recovery, MCAS Math Prep High School Transition
School Meeting Reports
Union 60 School Committee – Judy Vaillancourt – no issues

Regional School Committee –


Berlin Memorial School Committee – Maureen Norvold – no issues


Boylston Elementary School Committee – Christi Stille – no issues

Boylston Elementary School Council – Karen Groccia – no longer a member. One of our members is on the Council, though, and we will pursue reports from them.

Tahanto School Council – no representative


Berlin LINK - no issues; we will pursue reports from SEPAC member in LINK.

Boylston, PTO – still under reorganization – Mr. Deneen is handling any immediate needs (fundraisers, etc.), still seeking President.
Tahanto PTO – no report

Bylaw Amendments:

m/s/p



Article IV:  Annual Elections
Add to the second paragraph “The election will be conducted in such a manner as to include the entire General Membership (i.e. meetings, email and postal mail).”


Change “Department of Education” to “Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education”
Overwhelmed No More!
Janet Cathcart and Jill Mollica attended this presentation by Joan Celebi discussing strategies for balanced living for parents of children with special needs. For more information, visit her website: http://www.specialneedsparentcoach.com/
High School
Christi Stille was approached by a member of the building committee 
Building Committee
to get her opinion on moving the 6th grade to Tahanto as well as have her speak to other parents and get other opinions.
West Boylston SEPAC
Robert Renna, Director of Pupil Personnel Services in West Boylston spoke to Judy about our PAC and theirs, to explore what kinds of connections we could build. Christi Stille will call him to pursue the matter further and to invite the West Boylston PAC to our upcoming meetings/presentations.
Presentation:
Judy Vaillancourt presented on Parents’ Rights and Responsibilities. Handouts are available from the SEPAC Lending Library.


We discussed the possibility of committing this meeting to October so that an invitation can be included with the Parents’ Rights information and SEPAC brochure that is sent out in early October.

SEPAC Brochure
The tri-fold color brochure needs to be updated and reprinted.

Meeting adjourned at:
10:00pm
Electronic Approvals on file. 
Submitted by:
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