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Special “ducation MParent Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes




Date:



September 27, 2011,   7:08pm
Meeting Place:

 Tahanto Regional Middle School Library
In attendance:
Angela Allred, Dee Anttila,  Paula Beaulac, Linda Checola, Kathy Follett, Marylynn Garbin, Paul Goodhind, Karen Groccia, Carla Mason, Jill Mollica, Lori Michalak, Maureen Norvold, Karen Perry, Jennifer Rickard, Patricia Shatto, Christi Stille, Diane Tucceri,  Judy Vaillancourt
Meet and Greet:
Jill welcomed the audience of new members, administration and staff.  Representatives from each school were present. Attendees introduced themselves.   Some staff were not able to attend, but were recognized by their school representative.  Dr. Dubrule welcomed a new baby into his family, therefore he did not attend.  Judy relayed his message that he is always willing to meet or speak at another time; please let him know when.

L. Checola asked about the Pie Sale Fundraiser.  Karen explained the process and our overall success at this point.  Karen welcomed pie purchases from the group.  We discovered Tahanto student council is also selling apple pie for their fundraiser.


Christi continued the forum with a brief overview of the history of our SEPAC.  She described our role and state guidelines we follow.  She described how our primary goal is to have a “cooperative, working relationship with our administrators.”  In several ways, we are able to do that:  Basic Rights workshop, parents programs, and presentations.  We also strive to participate and represent SEPAC to and within other committees by attending meetings.  Jill quoted, “We are trying to raise visibility for new parents as well.”


Judy announced the collaborative relationship with SEPAC was commended by DESE in our Coordinated Program Review.  The relationship came across in all three schools!

Christi addressed our audience:  “How can we reach out to others as an advisory committee to parents?”  D. Anttila offered two suggestions:   through Tahanto Best Buddies and through the Tahanto Peer Assistance program.  Dee distributed her homework club flyer and described it in detail.  She welcomed any middle school student to participate.  Judy asked about BES homework club.  However, due to lack of funding, there is not one at BES.  C. Bradley described how funding would work and also questioned how to connect students to resources. Judy asked if there was an opportunity for peer tutoring at elementary level through Peer Assistance program.  D. Tucceri suggested follow-up with the National Honor Society advisor; students would need volunteer hours and could possibly mentor at the elementary school level.  A short write-up will be forwarded to the National Honor Society advisor.  
Christi mentioned our previous Curriculum Night with Paula Fiorillo and wondered if anything could be put in place to give parents info about the curriculum in the absence of this presentation/resource. Mr. Goodhind explained principals are now the curriculum specialists.  They will be happy to present to SEPAC parents.  Carol Bradley asked what curriculum night would entail; in other words, “what do parents want?”  Christi explained possibly following the Shrewsbury system used.  Jennifer R, who used to work in Shrewsbury, explained the Shrewsbury system began with a parent overview, curriculum guidelines, then response to intervention i.e.) Special educator.  Carla Mason, who lives in Shrewsbury, described the grades 6-12 process where parents “follow” students’ exact day and get a syllabus for each class, so, curriculum night IS Open House in Shrewsbury.  The current structure of Open House night in the district was discussed and Christi requested more in depth descriptions and discussion of curriculum on Parents’ Night/Open House.  Lori mentioned, at Tahanto, they have parents and students sign the assigned (syllabus/curriculum).  Dee Anttila mentioned support would be helpful for parents and Karen described the current Yahoo!Group for services.
National Inclusive Schools Week – Christi mentioned we didn’t really include Tahanto last year and asked for strategies to elicit more participation.  Judy suggested flyers go out early in order to present at Open House on October 6th and Parent Conferences.  She will present one at the School Committee Meeting.  Diane Tucceri asked if a new venue (i.e. the auditorium) would be needed for the Parent component, Including Samuel.  We will follow-up if needed.

Judy stated Tahanto Buddies coordinator is Kathy Derderian.  Boylston Parks and Recreation re-instituted for “Boylston Buddies” a basketball program coordinated by Christine Lewis.  Dee Anttila will pass along the information at Tahanto.
Some means of communication were discussed.  Karen explained the SEPAC website link via the school webpages for quick info.  Carol Bradley advised timely is best for ads/posts to the Berlin website.  Heidi MacDonald is still the contact for Tidbits and there is a Google Group.  The Google Group is exclusive for Tahanto and members must be approved by Diane Tucceri.  Diane welcomed SEPAC to join.

Marylynn Garbin has three new paras, whom she named.  They have “great instincts”, and are “responsive and responsible.” They “stepped in and hit the ground running!”  She explained their role is to provide academic and study skill support, work with teachers and lead special educators, take notes and help teachers with accommodations.  Marylynn is in charge of study skills program for grades 9-12.
Judy thanked and encouraged participants to communicate via info@sepac-berlin-boylston.org, where all schools can communicate directly with SEPAC for information.  

Membership Report:
82 members, 80 YahooGroup! members.  Jill submitted one new member from the pie sale.
Financial:
Current balance is $1060.34.  Pie sales have not been calculated yet.  Karen will submit an invoice to Lori for the new internet service provider (iPage).

PR Report:
Saturday, July 2nd, Action Unlimited ran the SEPAC scholarship article.  Karen sent the 2011-2012 calendar and PR dates to the board.

Karen explained the website move from Netfirms to iPage to the board.  There is a nominal cost involved (~$30/ per year), but we will have more features and we had no choice, since Netfirms closed our free account very suddenly in July. 

Communication Report:
A Thank-you note was received from Kelly Brewer, the 2011 scholarship winner.  On file.

Elections:  
Elected to the SEPAC Board, via a quorum, were: 




Lori Michalak – Treasurer – 2year term




Angela Allred – Secretary – 1year term




Karen Groccia – Vice President – 1 year term




Jill Mollica – Co-President, Berlin – 2 year term

Christi will report the election at the next school committee meeting.

Fall Fundraiser

Lyman Pie Sale:

Open House pie sales were held at the elementary schools.  On Thursday, Sept. 15th, BES sold 50 pies and BMS sold 60 pies.  Tahanto Open House is set for October 6th.  Christi Stille, Maureen Norvold and Nate Rollins will represent SEPAC from 12:30 to 2:30.  Betsy Gumina, Angela Allred and Karen Groccia will sell pies from 6:30 – 8:30pm.  Karen will bake the sample pies.  Jill and Karen will collect orders from the schools and Central Office until October 12th.  

There are two tentative delivery dates:  Nov. 2nd @BMS for Parent Conferences and Nov., 10th @ BES (12pm – 6pm) at Parent Conferences.  A minimum of 100 pies per delivery site is necessary if 200 pies are not reached.  If we can only have one date, we voted to have pie delivery on Nov. 10th.

Future Meetings:

October - The regularly scheduled SEPAC meeting originally set for October 25 is cancelled due to the FCSN Presentation: “Suspension and Discipline in Special Education”.  This presentation will be held at Tahanto Library on October 27th at 6:30pm.  Karen will send out announcements a.s.a.p.  Angela will update SEPAC Website with current information.  We must notify Jill if any audiovisual equipment is needed. 

November 22nd – General meeting.
December 6th – National Inclusive Schools Week (NISW) is Dec. 5th – 9th.   Our focus for the meeting is on the parent component of NISW, the movie for this Including Samuel.  Holiday refreshments will be served.  

January 24th – General meeting.

National Inclusive Schools Week (NISW):
Tuesday, December 6th, we will present the parent component of NISW – a short film “Including Samuel”.  Christi suggested a poster/essay for the students.  Jill suggested a cartoon strip.  We voted in favor of the cartoon strip.  Christi will get the “theme” investigate NISW’s. Depending on what it is, we may choose our own alternative.  Lori will try to incorporate Tahanto by advertising to several student groups including Tahanto Buddies and Peer Assistance, possibly working with Dee Anttila.  Judy commented how the new superintendent enjoyed last year’s posters for NISW and recognized one specific poster subject as a relative!

School Meeting Reports:

No Special Education Issues to report.

Future Agenda Items: 

· Christi suggested reviewing our address list and verifying/updating memberships.

· Karen suggested we communicate for NISW electronically, since October will be a presentation, not a business meeting.  All agreed.
· Pre-K Orientation will be held in November.  SEPAC will present at this informational event.

· SEPAC’s Annual Report was drafted by Jill and Christi.  Judy will be given a copy to review prior to the final.  Christi and Judy will meet the 3rd week in October, mid-day, to finalized the copy which will be presented at the Regional school Committee Meeting.

m/s/p to adjourn

Meeting adjourned 9:02pm
Approved:

Electronic approvals on file.

______ Christi Stille, Co-President

______ Jill Mollica, Co-President

______ Karen Groccia, Vice President

______ Lori Michalak, Treasurer

______ Angela Allred, Secretary
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