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Meeting Minutes




Date:



March 23, 2010, 7:10pm
Meeting Place:

Tahanto Regional Middle/High School Library
In Attendance:
Angela Germain, Karen Groccia, Jill Mollica, Maureen Norvold, Christi Stille, Judith Vaillancourt 
Presentation: 
Vacationing with/ Special Needs Children – Karen Groccia attended a Framingham SEPAC (F-PAC) exposition and presented the group with multiple summer camp and resource materials.   Brochures and other information have been place in the SEPAC library. 
January 26th Minutes:
Approved and available on the website.

Membership: 
66 members, 54 on Yahoo!Group. 
Financial Report:
Balance is $1381.89.
SEPAC Banner
A design was agreed upon by the Board and will be ordered by Jill Mollica.
Excellent Educator
The Excellent Educator letter, which will be distributed via backpacks
Award
and through the Yahoo!Group.  Nominations need to be received by 
Maureen Norval by April 16th.  The goal is to distribute the awards

during Teacher Appreciation Week, which begins the first week of May. 
Suggested Topics
May 4th program – “Safety Issues with the Autistic child” – Lance 
For 2010
Mason –Autism and Law Enforcement Education Coalition. Christi Stille will confirm the date of presentation.   
Donations
The Board approved donations to the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation and Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund in memory of Maia McDermott. 


Upcoming Meeting:
April 27th – General Meeting
 School Meeting Reports

· Union 60 & Regional School Committee (Karen Groccia) - The SpEd Summer program will be held at BMS this year. 

Dr. McDermott talked about changing the grading system to a standards-based model, but standards need to be established. District personnel are working on it. 

RFP went out for new transportation contract. No matter which company is chosen, Dr. McDermott has pledged to bring several parent concerns to them to be addressed and he may possibly survey families for input and to see if there are other concerns. 

Town Meetings for budgets and Tahanto reconstruction will be week of May 3, ballot vote May 10.
· Boylston Elementary School Committee (Karen Groccia) – Mini Courses will be offered at BES this summer, provided enough interest is shown by district families. Boylston received info packets; should be going out to Berlin shortly. 
BES Kindergarten will have three classes: two full-days and one partial day. Dr. McDermott discussed moving the five-half day program into a three-full-day model, to save transportation costs (about $10k) and ease the traffic conflict with the preschool at midday. He is hoping BMS’ one five-partial day kindergarten class will move to the three-full-days model as well. 
BES Parents were surveyed for their interest in an extracurricular language program – 60 families responded positively, so planning has begun. 
Principal Search has yielded a lot of applications, the field will be narrowed and final interviews should be conducted in late April. TPAC is still in a holding pattern.
No Special Education issues to report at the following school meetings:

· Berlin Memorial School Committee 

· Berlin LINK 

· Berlin School Council 

· Boylston Elementary School Improvement Council 

· Boylston TPAC (Teacher Parent Alliance Council) 

· Tahanto School Council 

· Tahanto PTO 

Anyone who attends or reports on the meetings below will submit a report to the Secretary, which will be included in the agenda for discussion, if needed, and then published in the minutes. 

Meeting adjourned at:
9:21 pm
Electronic Approvals on file. 



Jill Mollica, Co-President



Christi Stille, Co-President



Karen Groccia, Vice President 


Maureen Norvold, Treasurer



Angela Germain, Secretary
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