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Berlin/Boylston Public Schools

Special Education Parent Advisory Council’s 
2008-2009 Year-End Report

August 31, 2009
The 2008-2009 school year is behind us now, and the Board members would like to report on the year that SEPAC had and present our goals for the school year we are beginning.   The Officers feel the past year has once again been a successful one and many good things were accomplished!
We began our year with officer elections in September for the first time.  Jill Mollica was elected to complete the Berlin Co-President term with one year remaining after Janet Cathcart resigned.  Christie Stille was elected to a two-year term as the Boylston Co-President, Jackie Healy of Berlin was elected Vice President, and Karen Groccia was re-elected as Secretary.

Also at our September meeting, we combined with the Tahanto PTO organization to have a joint meeting to introduce both groups to each other’s members.
We presented a report to the Region 60 School Committee in September with the results of our Parent Survey from the spring of the previous year.  
SEPAC had representatives’ present information at Open Houses at the elementary schools, parent conferences at Tahanto and at both sessions of Kindergarten Orientation to introduce ourselves and to inform parents about our role in the districts.
We hosted several guest speakers:

· Michael Hancock – Our first Student presentation!  Michael shared with us his detailed and well thought-out plan for his transition to adulthood.  Michael’s presentation was very interesting and well received by all who attended.

· Susan Guirleo presented “Love & Frustration – The Complex Emotional Journey of Children and Parents” about home behavior & communication strategies.  We had 26 people attend, including several from West Boylston and Clinton.

· David Feakes spoke about Estate Planning for Families with Special Needs Children.  He brought some very good and relevant information for the group.
We had several staff members as presenters at our meetings:
· Judy Vaillancourt presented Parent’s Rights and Responsibilities, an annual presentation
· Kathy Follett. Jake Milano and Myrtle Thurston spoke to us about transitioning from sixth grade to seventh.  This was the second year for this topic.
· Carol Bradley came to have a discussion about parent’s safety concerns at the elementary school and answer general questions brought to the meeting

· Elizabeth Bagshaw, Dan Deneen, Priya Phillips presented A Roadmap For Your Struggling Child about resources available to parents who are concerned about their child’s academic progress

We participated on several school-based Committees:

· Safety/Crisis Committees at both BMS and BES.  The Districts’ may form a district-wide Safety Committee to address general student safety/non crisis related situations in the future and SEPAC looks forward to participating

· Wellness Committee – SEPAC representatives participate at both elementary schools
Our membership grew by an astounding 23 for a total of 71 members!   In addition, we had many new parent faces at our meetings and made efforts to connect with PAC’s from West Boylston and Clinton. We now have 36 members from Boylston, 29 from Berlin and 5 from other towns.  We met our goal of increasing membership from Boylston!
For the fourth year, we showed our appreciation of teachers and staff by presenting Excellent Educator Awards to teachers and staff for their contribution to the education of our children.  The staff who received the awards were genuinely pleased to receive this award along with the appreciation of the parents who nominated them.  The number of teachers and staff presented with awards increased again this year.  In all, 21 awards were presented; 6 each from BES and BMS and 9 from Tahanto.  A press release was sent to local newspapers notifying them of these awards.
We granted a scholarship of $300 to graduating senior Kimberly Porter of Berlin at the 2009 Tahanto graduation ceremony in June.
We got a head start on raising funds for our Scholarship Fund at Berlin Olde Home Day selling frozen treats on a beautiful, sunny day.  We are planning a larger fundraiser for the fall selling Lyman Orchard pies.
We will continue to:

· Communicate with Director of Pupil Personnel Services and the school committees
· Attend district school meetings and give input to programs and policies
· Provide useful workshops for parents
· Work with all three principals to increase their awareness of our mission and activities, and to promote us to teachers and staff.

Even though a lot was accomplished, there is always more to do!  Our goals for 2009-2010 include the following: 
· Increase member participation, especially for smaller projects throughout the year
· Revamp and improve the website
· Create a Lending Library with a complete list of all materials available on the website
· Create a year-round event calendar that includes repetitive events

· Bring National Inclusion Week to the schools
We would like to thank the school committees, the administration, and especially Judith Vaillancourt for their continued support of SEPAC.  We would also like to thank the staff that attends and presents at our meetings.  We appreciate their coming to our meetings on their own time and the membership has found these meetings to be some of the most informative and useful.
We look forward to the 2009-2010 school year and will continue to work on behalf of the children in Berlin and Boylston Public Schools.
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